
originally hand built at home, increase 

pump cycle efficiency.  Sensors indicate 

the volume of fluid in the working barrel 

at the bottom of the well being pumped 

each pump stroke.  The control measures 

this volume of fluid pumped, and com-

pares it with a preset value for normal 

flow.  The pump cycle ends when the vol-

ume of the fluid pumped decreases be-

low the normal preset, preventing dry 

pumping and promoting more fluid flow 

into the working barrel.   

     In the late 1980õs, the price of oil was 

low enough that many producers shut 

down production and there was little de-

mand for a pump off device.  Those pro-

ducers who did make use of Kargõs de-

vice, found themselves needing one third 

less energy to run their wells, meaning 

less wear and tear on the machinery.   

(Continued Page 4) 

     Every industrial 

process seems to 

have specialized 

tools, parts or proc-

esses.  The oil indus-

try is no different.  

Since 1859, items 

have been developed 

to cut time, increase 

production and to 

streamline operations. The oil industry 

and the people serving it never cease to 

come up with ideas. Innovation continues 

even now among those in the oil fields.   

      Tom Karg, an Oil City, PA native and 

former employee of National Transit Pipe-

lines, designed, built and patented a 

more inexpensive òpump offó device in 

1989.  "Pump off" is defined as òa condi-

tion in which all available fluids have 

been pumped."  Kargõs units, which he 

     As part of its mission to commemorate the 150th 

anniversary of oil and to encourage communities out-

side Pennsylvaniaõs Oil Region to celebrate their own 

unique oil histories, Oil 150 will provide 250 oil, natu-

ral gas, childrenõs and science museums with free kits 

containing media, educational and promotional mate-

rials suitable and appropriate for their respective au-

diences.  As the Oil 150 story unfolds around the na-

tion, each museum community will be able to both 

refine its own unique story and concurrently share it 

and integrate it into a complex, wonderful tale of oil 

industry creativity and achievement by building or 

enhancing their own exhibits with the component in 

the museum kits. 

     Oil 150 began mailing the museum kit components 

in April.  Each kit contains posters, promotional pam-

phlets, reference materials, an educatorõs guide, rep-

lica artifacts, historical photographs, and a DVD of the 

new PBS documentary "The Valley that Changed the Worldó among others.  In total, 

each museum kit is valued at over $500.  

(Continued Page 3) 

Featured Events 

May 8-9, 2009, 10th Annual Preserv-

ing Victorian Collections & Architec-

ture Conference.  Seminars and 

guided tours showcasing Titusvilleõs 

diverse Victorian-era buildings and 

structures.  Includes sessions on pre-

serving artifacts, documents, collec-

tions as well as maintaining historic 

buildings.  Centered on the campus 

of the University of Pittsburgh in 

Titusville, PA.  Contact Oil Region Alli-

ance (814) 677-3152 ext. 110 or 

tkresinski@oilregion.org. 
 

May 9, 2009, Historic Preservation 

Awards.  A ceremony honoring the 

recipients of these annual awards for 

preservation will be held as part of 

the 10th Annual Victorian Architecture 

& its Preservation Conference on the 

University of Pittsburgh Titusville, PA 

Campus.  Contact Oil Region Alliance 

(814) 677-3152, ext. 110 or tkresin-

ski@oilregion.org. 
 

May 14-16, 2009, òReturn to the 

Valley that Changed the World.ó  The 

Petroleum History Institute will pre-

sent its 2009 International Sympo-

sium and host its Field Trip.  This 

event will be headquartered at the 

Caboose Motel, Titusville, PA.  $ Con-

tact Marilyn Black, Oil Region Alliance 

(814) 677-3152 ext. 105 or 

mblack@oilregion.org. 

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 11  April, 2009 

The Pipeline  
Your Conduit for Information about Oil 150  

 

Inside this issue: 
 

Oil 150 Museum Kit Program 1 

Markõs Remarks   1 

New Historical Marker Approved 2 

Oil 150 Commemorative Coin 3 

Obama Earth Day Speech 4 

Petroleum History Institute 5 

Thank You to Donors  6 

P.O. BOX 128; OIL CITY, PA 16301-0128 

Oil 150 Launches Nationwide Museum Kit Program 
by Melissa Mann 

Mark Heim  

Editorõs Column--Markõs Remarks 

Oil Industry Innovation 



     The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission has approved ORAõs 

nomination of a historical marker recognizing Byron D. Benson (1832 ð 1888).  A 

dedication ceremony is being planned for Thursday, 

December 10, 2009. 

     This new blue/gold marker will be installed be-

tween the roadway and sidewalk in front of 603 

North Perry Street, Titusville, the site of his former 

residence.  In 1872, Benson and his wife Minerva 

purchased that home which was originally con-

structed by Charles and Mary Ellen Ames.  This is 

where he and his family resided until his death.  The 

building remains in use today, on the northwest cor-

ner of Oak Street and Perry Street. 

     Mr. Benson was one of the founders of the Tide 

Water Pipe Company in 1878, serving as its first 

President from 1878 through 1888.  His greatest 

accomplishment in that capacity was the completion 

of the first long-distance oil pipeline, which ran 109 

miles from the Bradford oil fields over the Allegheny Mountains to Williamsport, 

PA.  Through determination and business acumen, Benson and his pipeline revo-

lutionized the transportation of crude petroleum.  Today, the majority of crude oil 

moves through pipelines spanning thousands of miles. 

     Mr. Bensonõs business involvement in oil ventures began in 1865, when he 

and Robert E. Hopkins purchased a large timber tract located in Enterprise, where 

they started the Enterprise Oil & Lumber Company.  The partners in 1870 added 

David McKelvy to form D. McKelvy & Company, a firm focused solely on oil pro-

duction.  That company secured good oil-producing land in the newly opened 

òColoradoó Oil field near Enterprise and benefited from that production.  Byron 

Benson was active in many Titusville community organizations, including serving 

as the first president of the Titusville Library Association. 

     OIL 150 student intern Emily Hoover of Oil City conducted the initial research 

and writing of the nomination package for this marker, which was submitted by 

the Oil Region Alliance in December, 2008. 

     One of the goals of OIL 150 is the establishment of permanent markers/

plaques around the country for each of the 18 òOil Pioneersó identified in 1959 by 

the American Petroleum Institute.  The achievement of the Benson marker brings 

that goal even closer to fruition. 

     Contributions of funds toward the purchase of this marker and its standard 

break-away metal pole can be provided to the Oil Region Alliance.  During the 

ceremony, typically a display is prepared of photographs, documents, and other 

artifacts of the individual being recognized.  Families or organizations which have 

such items in their collections are encouraged to contact Ms. Melissa Mann, OIL 

150 Deputy Director, so that copies can be made for inclusion in this display. 
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is an educational non-partisan celebration administered by the Oil  

Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA).  ORA is classified by the Internal 

Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ORA is registered with the Penn-

sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  ORA also administers the Oil Region       

National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004. 

Historical Marker for Byron Benson Approved 
by Marilyn Black 

 

Now Available! 
 

DVD copies of the new PBS documentary The Valley that Changed 

the World are now available for $19.95 at www.oil150.com. 



     Funding for the museum kits has been 

made possible by grants to the Oil Region 

Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism by 

the following to date: National Park Service 

via a grant of National Heritage Area funds, 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 

and natural Resources via a Pennsylvania 

Heritage Area Program Grant, Mr. and Mrs. 

Henry B. Suhr, Jr., ExxonMobil Foundation, 

National Fuel Gas Foundation, American As-

sociation of Professional Landmen Educa-

tional Foundation, Inc., Richard King Mellon 

Foundation, Universal Well Services, Inc., 

Petroleum History Institute, Association of 

Desk and Derrick Clubs Foundation, and 

Catalyst Energy, Inc.  Materials for the kits 

have been provided by Franklin Bronze 

Plaques, American Petroleum Institute, and 

Mr. Ron Shoup.  Additional entities are con-

sidering being donors as well. 

     The Oil 150 Museum Kit Program is pro-

jected to generate 500,000 initial impres-

sions. A significant portion of that number will 

visit oil-related heritage sites around the 

country in 2009 and beyond.  By expanding 

its celebration throughout the country, Oil 

150 is fostering an appreciation of our na-

tionõs oil history and its roots in Pennsylvania.   

     The Museum Kit Program is managed by 

Ms. Melissa Mann, Oil 150 Deputy Director.  

For additional information or clarification, 

contact Ms. Mann at (800) 483-6264, Exten-
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     The Oil Region Alliance has added a 

Commemorative Coin to the list of 

items available marking the 

celebration of the Sesquicen-

tennial of Oil in 2009.  

     The coin features the Oil 

150 logo and slogan in full 

color on the front and the 

logo of the Oil Region Na-

tional Heritage Area on the 

reverse. It is 1.75 inches in 

diameter, weighs 1.5 ounces 

and is finished in antique 

bronze. 

     The coins retails for $10. 

Coins can be purchased on 

the online store at 

www.oil150.com or at the 

following retail outlets: Ve-

nango Area Chamber of Com-

merce, Oil City; Franklin Area Chamber 

of Commerce, Franklin; Titusville Area 

Chamber of Commerce, Titusville; Ve-

nango Museum of Art Science and In-

dustry, Oil City; Pumping Jack 

Museum, Emlenton; Drake 

Well Museum Store, Titus-

ville; Transit Fine Art Gallery, 

Oil City; Oil Creek and Titus-

ville Railroad, Titusville; Coal 

Oil Johnny Restaurant, Pleas-

antville; Crawford County 

Convention and Visitors Bu-

reau, Meadville; and Roseart, 

Bradford. 

     Randy Seitz, President 

and COO of the Oil Region 

Alliance, said, "This coin will 

make an ideal gift or remem-

brance of this important 

milestone in the history of 

our area." 

Show Your Support for Oil 150! 

Fly a Commemorative Flag or Banner! 

The Oil 150 Flags (3õ x 5õ) an Banners (2õ x 3õ)  

are made of durable nylon and have metal  

grommets for easy hanging. 
 

Visit www.oil150.com or one of Oil 150õs regional sales  

locations to find commemorative products, apparel,  

fine oil history prints, oil history books and much more. 

Oil Region Alliance Introduces Oil 150 Commemorative Coin 
By Will Wingo 

(Continued from Page 2)   

Museum Kits 



Oil production was increased by up to 16 percent.  

       Kargõs pump off devices present the potential user with a variety of features 

and benefits.  Even with all of these, acceptance of the pump devices is far from 

universal.  Karg says many old timers, independently pumping and producing, pre-

fer to rely on oil pumping technology well over a hundred years old. A significant 

number of producers do use Kargõs pump off devices, though he says heõs found 

more success outside of the immediate Pennsylvania Oil Region.   

      While alternative sources of energy are developing and emerging, petroleum- 

based energy will be around for quite some time to come.  As the petroleum indus-

try progresses in the coming decades, the industry will continue to re-invent itself, 

just as it has from the beginning in 1859.  

(Continued from Page 2)  Oil Industry Innovation 
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President Obama Focuses on Energy during Earth Day Speech 

     The following are excerpts from 

President Barak Obamaõs Earth Day 

speech given on April 22, 2009 at Trin-

ity Structural Towers Manufacturing 

Plant, in Newton, Iowa. 

****************************  

     ...Look at what we see here today. 

This facility is alive again with new in-

dustry. This community is still going 

through some tough times. If you talk 

to your neighbors and friends, I know 

they -- the community still hasn't fully 

recovered from the loss of Maytag. Not 

everybody has been rehired. But more 

than 100 people will now be employed 

at this plant -- maybe more, if we keep 

on moving. Many of the same folks who 

had lost their jobs when Maytag shut 

its doors now are finding once again 

their ability to make great products.  

     Now, obvi-

ously things 

aren't exactly 

the same as 

they were with 

Maytag, be-

cause now 

you're using the 

materials be-

hind me to build 

towers to sup-

port some of the 

most advanced 

wind turbines in 

the world. When completed, these 

structures will hold up blades that can 

generate as much as 2.5 megawatts of 

electricity -- enough energy to power 

hundreds of homes. At Trinity, you are 

helping to lead the next energy revolu-

tion. But you're also heirs to the last 

energy revolution.  

     Think about it: roughly a century and 

a half ago, in the late 1950s [sic], the 

Seneca Oil Company hired an unem-

ployed train conductor named Edwin 

Drake to investigate the oil springs of 

Titusville, Pennsylvania. Around this 

time, oil was literally bubbling up from 

the ground -- but nobody knew what to 

do with it. It had limited economic 

value and often all it did was ruin crops 

or pollute drinking water.  

     Now, people were starting to refine 

oil for use as a fuel. Collecting oil re-

mained time consuming, though, and it 

was back-breaking, and it was costly; it 

wasn't efficient, as workers harvested 

what they could find in the shallow 

ground -- they'd literally scoop it up. But 

Edwin Drake had a plan. He purchased 

a steam engine, and he built a derrick, 

and he began to drill.  

     And months passed. And progress 

was slow. The team managed to drill 

into the bedrock just a few feet each 

day. And crowds gathered and they 

mocked Mr. Drake. They thought him 

and the other diggers were foolish. The 

well that they were digging even earned 

the nickname, "Drake's Folly." But 

Drake wouldn't give up. And he had an 

advantage: total desperation. It had to 

work. And then one day, it finally did.  

     One morning, the team returned to 

the creek to see crude oil rising up 

from beneath the surface. And soon, 

Drake's well was 

producing what 

was then an as-

tonishing 

amount of oil -- 

perhaps 10, 20 

barrels every 

day. And then 

speculators fol-

lowed and they 

built similar rigs 

as far as the eye 

could see. In the 

next decade, the 

area would produce tens of millions of 

barrels of oil. And as the industry grew, 

so did the ingenuity of those who 

sought to profit from it, as competitors 

developed new techniques to drill and 

transport oil to drive down costs and 

gain a competitive advantage in the 

marketplace.  

     Now, our history is filled with such 

stories -- stories of daring talent, of 

dedication to an idea even when the 

odds are great, of the unshakeable 

belief that in America, all things are 

possible... 

     ...And while we seek new forms of 

fuel to power our homes and cars and 

businesses, we will rely on the same 

ingenuity -- the same American spirit -- 

that has always been a part of our 

American story.  

     Now, this will not be easy. There 

aren't any silver bullets. There's no 

magic energy source right now. Maybe 

some kid in a lab somewhere is figuring 

it out. Twenty years from now, there 

may be an entirely new energy source 

that we don't yet know about. But right 

now, there's no silver bullet. It's going 

to take a variety of energy sources, 

pursued through a variety of policies, to 

drastically reduce our dependence on 

oil and fossil fuels. As I've often said, in 

the short term, as we transition to re-

newable energy, we can and should 

increase our domestic production of oil 

and natural gas. We're not going to 

transform our economy overnight. We 

still need more oil, we still need more 

gas. If we've got some here in the 

United States that we can use, we 

should find it and do so in an environ-

mentally sustainable way. We also 

need to find safer ways to use nuclear 

power and store nuclear waste.  

     But the bulk of our efforts must fo-

cus on unleashing a new, clean-energy 

economy that will begin to reduce our 

dependence on foreign oil, will cut our 

carbon pollution by about 80 percent 

by 2050, and create millions of new 

jobs right here in America -- right here 

in Newton... 



     The Petroleum History Institute will be holding its annual Symposium and Field trip in the Oil Region, May 14, 15 and 16, 

2009. The PHI has an interesting history that may not be known to many in the Oil Region. 

     The Drake Well Foundation was established in 1951 as a part of a committee of the American Petroleum Institute, now the 

API.  The foundation's mission was primarily support of the Drake Well Museum at Titusville, prior to the Museum becoming 

part of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. After the change to a Commonwealth museum, The Colonel, 

Inc., was established and assumed the role of the major external support for the Drake Well Museum. 

     Under the presidency and leadership of Samuel T. Pees, the Drake Well Foundation assumed a wider vision and pursued a 

mission to promote public awareness of the history and heritage of the international petroleum industry.  

     In June, 2003, the Board of Directors of the Drake Well Foundation voted to dissolve that corporation and create a new 

entity, the Petroleum History Institute, a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation.   

     The mission of the PHI is to "pursue an expanded vision of the history, heritage, and development of the modern oil indus-

try from its inception in Oil 

Creek Valley, Pennsylvania, as 

well as its early roots in other 

regions, and its subsequent 

spread throughout the world to 

its current global status."  PHI 

promotes public awareness of 

this history and heritage of the 

petroleum industry through its 

journal, Oil-Industry History, 

other publications, and its an-

nual symposia of professional 

presentations and field trips.  

The symposia presentations are 

published each year in the PHI 

journal, Oil-Industry History, 

which is the only peer-reviewed 

professional journal devoted 

exclusively to the history and 

heritage of the international oil 

and gas industry.  

     PHI Annual Symposia and 

Field Trips have been featured 

since 2003, but beginning in 

1996, these events were organ-

ized by the Drake Well Founda-

tion and then in 2003 they were 

passed on to PHI.  Symposia 

have been held in venues such 

as Parkersburg, Louisiana, Kan-

sas, California, and Ontario, 

Canada.  In 2009 PHI will fea-

ture a "Return to the Valley that 

Changed the World" as its mem-

bers gather in Titusville to help 

celebrate the 150th anniversary 

of the Drake Well.  Co-sponsors 

this year include Oil 150, Oil 

Region Alliance, EnerVest, and 

the Society of Exploration Geo-

physicists. 

     Please visit PHIõs website at 

www.petroleumhistory.org for an 

overview of the organization and 

an opportunity to register for 

this year's program. 
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Petroleum History Institute to Hold Annual Symposium in PA Oil Region 
by Will Wingo 


