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Oil 150 and the Oil Region Alliance of
Business, Industry & Tourism will host an
unveiling ceremony for the Oil 150 first
day cover commemorative envelope, van-
ity stamp, and cancellation stamp on Au-
gust 27. This unique oneday celebration
is a donot-miss event for all interested in
stamp collecting and oil history. Join Oil
150 and the Oil Region Alliance at Perry Street Station on August 27 from 9. to
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4:00 pP.M. to buy the first day cover of this special stamp and cancellation. The uny,

Featured Events

August 22, 2009, Bradford Oil 150
Celebration.Catch the Oil Celebration
Parade at 10:00A.M. along Main
Street in Bradford, PA. Check out the
vendor fair at Callahan Park, or watc
a live oldfashioned oil well shoot at
3:00 P.m. at Bradford Area High
School. For more, call B00-473-
9370 or go to www.VisitANF.com.

August 27, 2009, Oil 150 First Day
Cover.Join in the unveiling of the
official Oil 150 First Day Cover. Even
will take place at Perry Street Station
409 S. Perry Street, Titusville, PA,
from 9:00 AM. to 4:00 P.M. Contact
Oil Region Alliance at (814) 677
3152.

August 29, 2009, Titusville Oil Festi-
val. Check out the Oil 150 parade in
downtown Titusville, PA at 11:0@.Mm.
Taste the foods of the oil region in
Scheide Park. The celebration in-
cludes crafts, a cruisein, carriage
rides, and other attractions. For
more, Vvisit www.titusvilleoil150.org or
call the Titusville Area Chamber of

Commerce at (814) 8272941 .

For More Events,
Visit Our Calendar at
www.0il150.com

ing ceremony begins at 9:00nM.
The Oil 150 first day cover includes a vanity stamp depicting Colonel Edwin Dr
at the first commercial oil well, a unigue USPS cancellation stamp featuring
Densmore Tank Car and the Oil Creek and Titusville Railroad, and a fjgality Oll
150 envelope. The first day cover was designed by Fine Line Design of Oil City, P
The first day cover will be available Thursday, August 27, 2009 at Perry Street
H tion of the Oil Creek and Titusville Railroad in Titusville, PA. The first day cover will
$5.00 at Perry Street Station. Advance orders will be accepted via the online store
www.0il150.comand the Oil 150 office at (814) 6773152 ext 104. A $2.00 shipping
fee will be applied to these orders. Only 3,000 envelopes of this limitedition first
(Continued Page 3
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t The Historic Sibley Mansion

Reminders of the tentatious, opulent, and obvious re
rich heritage of the minder of old oil wealth in the region. Thé
early days of oil in mansion sits high atop a hill overlooking
northwestern Pennsyl- the wild and scenic Allegheny River an
vania are still abun- the City of Franklin. Nearly all of the es
dant. Though the refin-t at e 0 s t wo dozen
eries are gone, with a acres are history now, but the 33oom,
couple of exceptions, natural stone mansion, rapidly approach
what remains are the ing its 100th anniversary, stands as ¢
various historic loca- symbol of the story of how one man coul
tions tracing the story of the birthplace ofrise to wealth and influence.
the petroleum industry, such as the boom Born February 18, 1850 in Friendship
town of Pithole and the aban-New York, Sibley came to Franklin, Pen
doned pump houses near Emlenton. sylvania in 1869. He went to work at 3
Travelling the streets, highways and backclothing store owned by his brothein-law

Mark Heim

will find the grand oneof-a-kind homes On a train trip to Chicago and back, Mille
and buildings with the evidence of theand Sibley decided how they would fill
grandeur of so many oil pioneers. niche in the new oil industry.

roads of the Pennsylvania Oil Region, on&harles Miller and worked as a salesman.
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River Ridge is probably the most os- (Continued Page 4
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Band Music in the Oil Region

by Rebecca McElhatten

gion that |ts dlscovery and stories are worth singing and playing.

sylvania was organized before the end of 1856, thre
" years before Col. Edwin Drake struck oil. It had hu
& ble beginnings, struggling to obtain instruments or

fl suitable conductor, but managed to f|nd both by th

was then known was not lost on the residents of V
nango County. It received compliments in local new
papers from those who heard the brass music wa
into their homes. Of course, at this point, most of th
| music performed was composed for holiday celeb
tions like the Fourth of July.

As time went on, the Franklin Silver Cornet Ba
concerts became a favorite of the oil region. The ba
experienced highs and lows in membership and au
ence. Events like the Civil War, the decline of oildo
%he Great Depression, and the American slump after WWII caused problems
the band, but it has always rebounded. The Franklin Silver Cornet Band is in
153rd year of musical service.

Peter Greene of the Franklin Silver Cornet Band offers a delightful biograph
the band in his book,Musical Service: The Life and Times of the Franklin Sil
/CornetBand Gr eene explores all 150 vy e@ae
book published just this year. It is available at www.0il150.com for $24.95.

S

I\_]5 is an educational nonpartisan celebration administered by the Oil
Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA). ORA is classified by the Intern
Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) neprofit corporation. ORA is registered with the Penn-
sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations. ORA also administers the Oil Region
National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004.

The Franklin Silver Cornet Band of Franklin, Penn-
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I n the shadow of Col onel Edwi n Drakeo:
of oil music. Songs namedPA Has Struck lleQil on the Brain and Petroleum Gal
lop may seem out of the ordinary now, but in the early days of ail, these songs
were popular. Lyrics were humorous, narrative,
sl anderous. They tell { —= Ostr
of oil companies taking advantage of the oil boo : A
Compositions strictly for piano and brass ban Im FEWE 0 j
rivaled classical pieces. The left hand encounte r~ Y% ’f"\
dizzying note formations irOil Fever Galond Pe- F == )
troleum Court Dance '~ SONGBOOK

With sheet music that is already difficult, reade —
may also need to understand Pennsylvania Dut
or Pennsilfaanisch Deitsch, a language that incorp, e
rates German and was popular among Germ s o B Y |
French, and Swiss immigrantslle or Vay Down i 28
Bennsylvanyuses this language and dialect, a con.
bination of German and English native to Pennsylvania. Ironically, instructions| for
the player are in Italian, making pieces like these trilingual. Twelve songs with
their sheet musi ¢c ar e publOil Beee S8ongbaok Ma r
The book of compositions is available at www.0il150.com for $10.00.

Even earlier stories of oil were cause for celebration, dating to as early|as
18400t he ti me of Samuel Kierds rock oil
ing melodic tunes and marches for the public. Music became a leisurely pastime.

The Franklin Silver Cornet Band has celebrated its 150th anniversary and still
performs concerts in the oil region. Oil is such a rich part of the history of the|re-

0 |
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Oil Creek State Park Tag

Support Our

Great Outdoors!

Pennsylvania is home to 117 state parks
encompassing more than 300,000 acres of land,
and 2.1 million acres of state forest.
For about the cost of a
B/medium popcorn at the movies
movie rental
fast food ‘value’ meal

You can support
projects and
enhancements
in your park and

Ea Siatepars forest system.

Show your support for Pennsylvania’s natural
resources by proudly displaying your park tag.

by Rebecca McElhatten

Oil Creek State Park preserves the story of the petroleum industry with in
pretive panels, oilfield equipment, and curriculudased environmental educa
tion. The park, part of the system of Pennsylvania state parks, is the respons
ity of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural Resources.
Creek State Park is located between Titusville and Oil City. The main entrang
the park is off PA Route 8, one mile north of the Borough of Rouseville. Oil C
State Park, with its rich oil history, is an important part of the Oil Region Natio
Heritage Area.

The Oil Creek Tag is a way to support the Pennsylvania parks system.
year, a different state park is featured on a tag. The Oil Creek State Park ta
sponsored by the Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism, in conj
tion with Oil 150, to benefit the Pennsylvania Parks & Forests Foundation.
150 is proud to have sponsored the Oil Creek State Park Tag that will prom
the oil region nationally. The onsquare-inch tags are produced annually an
sold by donation.

This yeards tag features a painti
works is the landscape looking downstream on Oil Creek from the Petrole
Center Bridge in the autumn, complete with changing leaves, two white tail de
waterfowl, and an eagle. This tag can be purchased by donation ($5.00 m
mum) at Oil Creek State Park and at www.paparksandforests.com.

The Tag Program is sponsored by:

q Q" yoy A
Parks & Forests ®/\']5© Ol Region 11+

(Continued from Page 1)
First Day Cover

day cover will be made. The first day cov
will also be available for sale at the Drak
Well Museum Store in Titusville and at th
Oil 150 Store, 111 South Franklin Street
Titusville, PA.

For those looking to collect the Edwi
Drake vanity stamp, it is available for sal
as uncut press sheets at the Oil Region A
ance in Oil City, PA.

Anyone wishing to have mail other tha
the Oil 150 envelope cancelled with th
unique cancellation stamp may do so b

following regular USPS procedures at th

main Oil City Post Office, located at 3(Q
East Second Street, Oil City, PA. Those

able to reach the Qil City Post Office for the

cancellation may send a stamped envelop
inside a larger envelope to the Qil City Pg
Office. A return envelope with adequa
postage and return address should be i

cluded to have the stamped mail returned.
These requests through the Oil City Past

Office will be filled only until September 2
2009. Requests for the cancellation shoul
be sent to: Pictorial Postmarks, Oil 15

Celebration Station, Postmaster, 302 East

Second Street, Oil City, PA 16362300.

Read all about it!
Oil History Books for Sale!
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of
locations to find commemorative products, apparel,
oil history books, and much more.
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Oil 150 Participates in Qil Heritage Festival Parade

by Amy Nurss

Oil City's Oil Heritage Festival parade had large crowds. People had a great time during the festival that brought th&@®il

celebration to the fore.
Oil 150 Steering Committee members, The Honorable Ronald Black, Mrs. Lois McElwee, Miss Pamela Forker, and I, a
with Ron's grandchildren, had the honor to ride as members of the Oil 150 team. Soon the Oil City High School Band was

ong

marching by, and that was the signal to slowly make our way to Seneca Street. Special thanks go to Robert Fry at Short Street

Motorcars and Gary Culp who provided the courtesy convertibles that were our "carriagkspecial thank you also goes to Ji
Edwards who procured a vehicle for us through the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.

You don't realize how many people like a parade until you sit on a float or in a car as a participant. | noticed manyeof th
floats with wooden derricks, many kids and adults dressed in period attire, Oil 150 flags, "homemade" Oil 150 flags, and o
paraphernalia to celebrate 150 years of history that make the Oil Region unique and special. It was very inspiring to see h
participants made an effort to embellish the Oil 150 theme and show their community spirit towards their history.

m

Parades in the Oil Region during August include August 22 in Bradford, PA and August 29 in Titusville, PA. Come qut and

enjoy these great Oil 150 parades.

S ey

The Oil 150 team rides along the Qil 150 parade route in Oil City, PA on Saturday, July 25, 2009.
Thanks to Short Street Motors and Gary Culp for the stylish, matching silver convertibles.

(Continued from Page IMar kds Remar ks

While traveling, the two men encountered daily weather
related delays. Low temperatures adversely affected the ani
mal fat fuel locomotive signal and headlights. At night whe
the temperatures plummeted, the animal fat congealed.
When Miller and Sibley returned home, Sibley, with a strong& . =
interest in science, set up a laboratory in which he success
fully developed a specialized lamp oil for railroad use. Mille
closed his shop, purchased a small refinery and brough
Sibley on as a partner in the new Galena Oil and Signal Co

=== Ning water, and a sewage
0B system for the eight bath-
L=  FOOMS.

The vast estate made
use of six stone bridges
| and two gate houses. There
. were 13 miles of road and
a private rail siding and
depot. In addition to an

pany. experimental farm, there were 65 producing oil wells, a com

In the ensuing years, Sibley entered into politics. At agepany store, a blacksmith shop, a corncrib, a gym, two gree

29, he was elected Mayor of the City of Franklin by a widéhouses, an auto repair shop, and a West Point replica bell
margin. He was a popular mayor, then Congressman. Héower. Of the 22 structures, only five remain: River Ridge, the

even made a bid for the presidency. It was said many year¢wo gate houses, the bell tower, and the corncrib.
later, President Woodrow Wilson wrote the famous Fourteen Beyond the features of River Ridge and reminders of th

Points while visiting River Ridge. Sibley retired from Congresgast, is the story of a man who became wealthy because pf

to travel Europe, Asia and Africa with his family using theithe Pennsylvania Oil Region. Joseph Sibley developed 3

private rail car adapted for continental use. While in Europemarketed a specialized product used around the world, be-

he closely examined a German castle which eventuallicame a popular player in local affairs, and shared his wealt
served as the inspiration for River Ridge. with his neighbors. Joseph Sibley died in 1926 at River Ridg

e
nd

h
e.

Sibley commissioned River Ridge in 1913. The mansion Today, River Ridge is owned by Life Ministries, which hosts

was built in nine months by up to 200 Italian stone masons. weekend religious retreats for groups yeaound. Tours of

It sported 1913 state of the art features such as electrical the grounds and main building are conducted as fundraisers

power and power generation, electric lights, hot and cold runfor local nonprofit organizations.




PAGE THE PIPELINE VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

John Eatonby Louis Brown Fleming
by Rebecca McElhatten

Louis Brown Fleming was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanig
in 1925. A retired journalist now living in California, he is one
of the three surviving great grandchildren of John Henry Eato
Fleming recently published a book about the life and enter

Co. had 75 branch stores supporte
by eight factories, and nine subsid

The total number of employees in th

prises of his great grandfather. The book, simply titledohn a company topped 2,000. By 1889 O
Eaton, is an historical accou *\& WéllasSuppiy Gos wap the largest i
and his time with Oil Well Supply Co, which he founded. ! ducer of oilrelated machinery in the

woldo ok creates a

Overall, Louis Brown Fleming dog
an exceptional job describing th
many sides of John Eaton. For &

More than just a timeline,
picture of the man behind one of the greatest companies i
the late 1800s. Eaton, born in New York in 1840, grew up i
Brooklyn and moved to Pittsburgh at age 47 in the interests o
Oil Well Supply Co. While the history of his company was 8
times dramatic (Oil Well Supply Co. once faced bankruptcyhiography provides valuable information and teguality pho-
Eatonds per sonal -nannéred busimessper-htegtaphe dn 5Beasw®réatl pages.
son and a welliked father and grandfather. Eaton enjoyed his  This book is available for $15.00 at the Oil 150 website &
Oil Well office and employees, and his family summers in Newisiting www.oil150.com. At the request of the author, all pri
Jersey.By the beginning of the 20th century, Oil Well Supplyeeds this year will benefit Oil 150 educational programs.

Bradford Oil 150 Celebration Oil Creek State Park

by Rebecca McElhatten by Rebecca McElhatten
[ Oi&Cérqu%Séage§%rkeis S8 0 vYears of @
on more than 7,000 acres of

Bradford, Pennsyl vani a wi
August 22, 2009. This alday event will feature a parade and ) .
live oil well shoot. This celebration is organized by the Alle- scemc_fore;t betwegn RO“S‘?V'”
gheny National Forest Vacation Bureau. For more informatior"d Titusville, PA in the oil re

contact Sandra Rhodes at B800-473-9370 or visit www. Visit g?on. The_ park has a 9.dmile
ANF.com. bicycle trail that runs from Petro-

jleum Centre to Drake Well. Th
park also has 52 miles of hiking
trails. The shortest trails are the
Oil History Trail and Forest
Aug?guzrga%oog Trail, at .25 miles each. Thes
’ two trails are used by schog
Oil Celebration Parade groups. The park has ten mile
10:00 AM. of cross country ski trails opef
in the winter months. The trailg
offer both beginner and intermet
diate skiers a variety of exper
ences. The bicycle trail is also open to skiers in the wint
adding another 9.7 miles of ski trails.

The longest hiking traid a staggering 36 milesd is Gerard
Hiking Trail. This trail can be completed in its entirety with t
use of Adirondackstyle hiking shelters, or it can be complete
in sections by using different parking areas along the tra
Gerard Hiking Trail offers breathtaking views of Oil Creek 3
the surrounding woodlands. Hikers sometimes catch glimps
Live Oil Well Shoot of wild anim_alsé black bears, bobca_ts, turkeys, squi_rrels, an
3:00 P.M. plenty of chipmunksd along the trail, as well as wildflower
and waterfalls.

(1)

[}

Events, including the oil well shoot and the Oil Celebration
Parade, are free to attend.

S =102

Join the fun along Main
Street in Bradford for this
parade celebrating 150
years of oil.

Vendor Fair

Visit Callahan Park to pur-
chase great food and refresh
ments following the QOil Cele-
bration Parade.

Watch a live oldfashioned oil
well shoot behind Bradford
Area High School. Witness a
nitroglycerine shooting of an
oil well. This rare experience
will be broadcast on screens
at the site so all can get a
good view!

park. This active train line gives its riders pristine views of
Creek State Park during its seasonal runs. A gondola car
lows the transport of bikes, canoes, and kayaks.
Admittance to the park is free. Overnight accommodatio
for hikers can be reserved for a small fee. With the bustli
summer season in full swing, this free park offers a refug

John Eaton ary shops responsible for repairs.

those interested in oil history, this
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The Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad tracks run through the

Oil
al-
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from busy city life.
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