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April 7, 2009, Titusville Oil Festival
150-Day of Poetry.A day of poetry
with a Community Heritage Theme.
UPT Student Union. Contact Penny
Gustavson at (814) 8272381 or
gustca@tbscc.com.

April 16, 2009, WQED TV Premiere d
The Valley that Changed the World
Program begins at 8 p.m. on WQED
PittsburghPBS Channel 13. The film
explores historic events leading up tq
1859 and the Drake oil well, the oil
companies that sprang out of the
boom, the developments of towns
like Qil City, Franklin, and Titusville,
and the people and families instru-
mental in the industry. ContacWill
Wingo at (814) 677-3152 ext. 104.

May 89, 2009, 10th Annual Preserv-
ing Victorian Collections & Architec-
ture Conference. Seminars and
gui ded tours shoy
diverse Victoriarera buildings and
structures. Includes sessions on pre
serving artifacts, documents, collec-
tions as well as maintaining historic
buildings. Saturday banquet features
presentation of Historic Preservation
Awards. Centered on the campus of
the University of Pittsburgh in Titus-
ville, PA. Contact Oil Region Alliance
(814) 677-3152 ext. 110 or or
tkresinski@oilregion.org.

Oil Region Alliance Hosts Premiere of New

Documentary Celebrating 150 Years of Oil
by Will Wingo

The Oil Region Alliance and WQED Multimedia presented the premierélog"
Valley that Changed the Worldn the BarrowCivic Theater, Franklin, Pennsylvania o
Saturday,
March 14th.

This was the
first public
showing of the
new film that
chronicles the
development of
the petroleum
industry with a
focus on its
roots in north-
west Pennsyl-
vania.

The film was
fconceived earl
in the discus-
sions of what
should be included for the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the first commer-
cial oil well in the world by what would become the Oil 150 Steering Committee. Th
planning for this production began nearly 3 years ago. A production contract was e
cuted with WQED Multimedia in late 2008 to produce the full 5&inute version and a
shorter 20-minute edition, which would be more suited to a classroom format.

The production features a wide range of local and regional historians and busine
leaders discussing the causes and effects of what happened in the Oil Creek valley
the late 1850's and early 1860's. The modern impact of petroleum is also shown an
how it affects so many parts of our dato-day lives.

The film has been submitted to American Public Television (APT) for review and
consideration for addition to their list of films available to Public Television stations
throughout the United States. A decision from APT is expected in May. When it is g

v Braved; by, APT, distribytignywjll ey mage on a nationwide basis.

B
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The premiere event also featured performances by "Church Street Blues," a blue

grass band from Hermitage, Pennsylvania. They performed "Black, Bubblin' Crude’

which was written and performed for the 2nd Annual Oil Country Bluegrass Festival i

February, 2009. The t ook h o
Contest.
WQED will premiere the production on Thursday, April 16, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.
The production was produced in full High Definition and will be available as a D\
for purchase at the Oil Region Alliance office and via the online stores for

. www.0il150.comand WQED.orgfor $19.95.

See Page 3 for more Premiere Photos!
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Editor 6-MaC&ldbsmmRemar ks

.i"._] 5 A Conversation with Oil Historian Neil McElwee

Neil McElwee is an historian of the Pennsylvania Oil Re-
Steering Committee gion. He is an authority on the history of the early years of i
CoChairs

production in the northwest corner of Pennsylvania, and he
loves to share his research by way of presentatiotine writ-

John E. Peterson, Retired Congressman

Bruce Wells, American Oil & Gas Historical

ten word or over a cup of coffee or even a microphone at a
| local radio station. For Neil, the story of the Oil Region in

Society | Pennsylvania is a continuously unfolding saga drawing him|in
Lynn Cochran, Franklin Area Chamber of - as an Agatha Christie novel might draw in a mystery fan.
Commerce Mark Heim McElwee will tell you his real passion in the Oil Region

story is the history of the pipeline system. The pipelines are a

Members part of the oil story in the QOil Patch not readily seen or easily understood by a lay-

Janet McClintock Aaron, Legacy Family person. McElwee has made his mission in life to bring the pipeline story in a way

Carol Baker, Pennsylvania Independent that can be understood k_)y all. . e o
Petroleum Producers Neil has background in what he calls industrial historical writing. He worked for

Brenda Barrett, Bureau Director, PA DCNR| many years for Columbia Gas and LTV Steel, and was responsible for publications

Hon. Ronald Black, Retired Legislator for mid1evel management regarding industrial procedures and processes.

Dr. William Brice, Petroleum History After his stints with heavy industry, McElwee and his wife Lois moved to Oil City
Institute into an old and beautiful home once occupied by an oil man. He brought his wrjt-

Richard Castonguay, Municipal Leader ing background and began to apply it first to the history of his house and its for

Pamela Egbert Forker, Legacy Family mer occupants and then to the oil industry.

Harvey Golubock, American Refining He says, "It became a mystery, like a good book." He began to gather answers
Group, Inc. to his queries. "What did the person do? Why was he or she important? What im-

Mark Heim, News Director, WKQW Radio

PA Representative Scott Hutchinson

Gary Hutchison, Educator and Area
Historian

Barbara lves, Field Representative, U.S.
Congressman Glenn Thompson

Steve Kosak, Kosak & Associates

Thomas Lopus, Quest Eastern Resource,
on behalf of the Independent Petroleum
Association of America (IPAA)

Lois McElwee, Senior Project Manager and
Oil Historian

Carolee Michener, Venango County
Historical Society

Dr. Christopher Reber, Clarion University
of Pennsylvania

Rhonda Reda, Ohio Oil and Gas Associatio

pact did the person have
ltdéds just plain interest/|
sive and he finds frequently the story itself
takes on a life of its own.

In conveying the oil field story to people les
familiar with the production, refining and trans-
| portation of oil and natural gas, McElwee says

e | { 0S i mMportant to start
his published writing is the result of preparatio
| for oral presentations which becomes more

| developed in writing.

Time lines are the touch stones for both the
" | writer and reader of history according to McEI-
wee. He says the Oil Region story will not make
sense until and unless one becomes very famil-
iar with the time line of events.

1A

=)

Stephen W. Rhoads, Pennsylvania Oil & The historian says in addition to the time lines, one should see and touch the
Gas Association area in which events took place. McElwee says he spent hundreds of hours ex

J. Mickey Rowley, PA Department of ploring the area from the mouth of Oil Creek north to Drake Well, and the tributary
Community and Economic Development r uns and valleys. "You dondt get a |sens

Roger L. Sigworth, Retired Oil Industry Sales The early books, according to McElwee, are not always accurate. He says,

Dr. Donald B. Smith, Physician "There are certainly inconsistencies, lots of thercontradictions."

David Waples, National Fuel Gas and Contemporary newspapers are particularly useful in learning of the Oil Region.
Natural Gas Author " have used the Titusville Morning Herald more than any other paper. The paper

Frank Weltner, Master Mariner was very welwritten and had big enough print. It reads like a "history book of the

Commissioner Troy Wood, Venango County
Pennsylvania

Larry D. Woodfork, West Virginia Geologist

PA Senator Mary Jo Sanford White

Barbara Zolli, Drake Well Museum

"day
(Continued Page 5

I\—]S is an educational nonpartisan celebration administered by the Oil
Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA). ORA is classified by the Internal
Newsletter Editofin-Chief Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) neprofit corporation. ORA is registered with the Penn-
) sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations. ORA also administers the Oil Region
Mark Heim National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004.
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Oil 150 Hosts Educational Event at Pennsylvania State Capitol

By Will Wingo

An interested group of nearly 70 Edwin Drake. trol and Conservation Committee.
guests attended the Oil 150 program The event was sponsored by the Oil The program was introduced by
"Pennsylvania's Early Oil Pioneer's,”  Region Alliance, Oil 150 and the Joint Randy Seitz, President of the Oil Regio
presented by Dr. William Brice, in the  Legislative Air and Water Pollution Con- Alliance and by Representative Scott
East Wing Rotunda Hutchinson of Penn-
of the Pennsylvania sylvania 64th Legis-
State Capitol on lative District.

March 3, 2009. Attendees in-

The program by cluded representa-
Dr. William Brice tives from the De-
gave an interesting |, partment of Conser-
overview of the earli{ | vation and Natural
est of Pennsylvania'g Resources, Pennsyl-
pioneers in the de- vania Historical and
velopment of what Museum Commis-
would become the sion, Department of
foundation of the Environmental Pro-
world-wide petro- tection, the Oil 150
leum industry. = Steering Committee,
Among the early pio4- el | the Pennsylvania
neers discussed House of Represen-
were Samuel Keir, § tatives and the gen-
George Bissell and | | eral public.

-

Oil 150 Documetary Premiere

Clockwise from right:

1. Oil Region Alliance President and COO
Randy Seitz accepts a pin from Rosemary
Martinelli, Executive Director of Market-
ing and Communications for WQED
Multimedia.

2. Nearly 100 guests await the premiere
screening ofThe Valley that Changed the
Worldi n Fr ank |-GivicdleatrB.ar r ow

3. Church Street Blues, a local bluegrass
band, entertains guests during the Pre-
mi ereds opening reception.

4. Guests dressed in period costume

peruse the eveningos
program while waiting for
the film to start.




