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Oil 150 Hosts Drake Biography Signing

by Marilyn Black

The Oil Region Alliance is pleased to announce that the new Edwin Drake biogr
phy was released locally and across the country in Decembbstyth, Legend, Reality
Edwin Laurentine Drake and the Early Oil Industwas authored by Dr. William Brice,
a professor retired from the Johnstown, PA campus of the University of Pittsburgh.
Mrs. Lynn PacioiMalys with Fine Line Design of Oil City provided the graphic desigr
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printed by Mechling Bookbindery
of Chicora in Butler County,
Pennsylvania. The foreword for

Featured Events

January 23,2010, The Valley that
Changed the World Screeninglake
a trip to Oil Creek State Park and
check out a screening offhe Valley
that Changed the Worldn the Park
Amphitheater at 7:00P.Mm. Cost is
$1.00 and proceeds benefit Friends
of Oil Creek State Park. Contact Oil

Creek State Park at (814) 6765915.

March 10-11, 2010, Philanthropy
Symposium. Oil 150 will host a sym-

this 673-page book was written
by Dr. Brent Glass, Director of
the Smithsoniarf
seum of American History in

Washington, DC
Oil 150 hosted book signings
with the author and graphic de-
R signer at Farmers National Bank
bﬁ o in downtown Titusville on De-
— cember 18 and at the Venango
Museum of Art, Science & Indus
try in Oil City on December 19.
Dr. William Brice greeted
(Continued Page 4
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Dr. William Brice and Mrs. Lynn PaciMalys sign
books while Mrs. Heather Brice looks on at the
Venango Museum in Qil City, PA.
(Photo by Kim Harris)
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posium entitled @
acy of the Oil Pi
representatives from major founda-
tions and philanthropic organizations
The event will be held at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, Titusville Campus.
To register, call (814) 6773152.

April 29fiMay 1,2010, Petroleum
Hi story I nstitute
&Field Trip.20106s symp
take place in Lafayette, Louisiana for
PHI members. For information on
membership and the symposium,
visit www.petroleumhistory.org or
email Jeff Spencer at
JSpencer@blackpoolenergy.com.

For more oil history events
Visitwww.0il150.com
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Remembering & Looking Forward

Over the past The refinery in Bradford celebrated its
months, | have been  125th anniversary not so long ago. It is
all over the map of the the oldest continuously operating oil re-
oil and gas conversa- finery in the United States. The refinery is
tion. VI8 Pvilliehjdy Mas much a part of the oil landscape in
the relative freedom  Northwest Pennsylvania as the historic
of writing a little less  Drake Well or the McClintock Well near
often now that the Oil City. Almost all of these places are
celebration is winding proudly marked with golebn-blue state
down, | have come to historical markers placed by the Pennsyl-
know the Pennsylvania Oil Heritage Area vania Historical and Museum Commis-
better: facts, events, history, and people. sion. The markers point to so many
| dare say the real wandering through Oil places, such as the site of Pithole, the

. Country, my mission to touch the ground, wickedest city east of the Mississippi;

? is just beginning. The journey started Petroleum Centre; the nearby Humboldt
many months ago with an altlay visitto  Refinery site; and the site of the well
the American Refining Group facility in ~ known Atlantic Refinery in Franklin, PA.
Bradford, Pennsylvania. (Continued Page 3
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Oil 150 Dedicates Benson Historical Marker
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On Thursday, December 10, 2009
i : the QOil Region Alliance of Business,

_Steerlng Committee Industry & Tourism in conjunction with |,

CoChairs the Pennsylvania Historical and Mu-

John E. Peterson, Retired Congressman | S€Um Commission dedicated a new

Bruce Wells, American Oil & Gas Historical| State historical marker commemoratingz
Society Byron D. Benson. A crowd of 30 peopl¢y

Lynn Cochran, Franklin Area Chamber of | attended the event at the Benson Me-
Commerce morial Library in Titusville, Pennsyl-
vania.
Members Speakers at the event included L0|s P N
Nazzaro, Benson Memorial Library |

Board member; Neil McElwee, local

Janet McClintock Aaron, Legacy Family
Carol Baker, Pennsylvania Independent

Petroleum Producers historian; Barbara Zolli, Director of the
Brenda Barrett, Bureau Director, PA DCNR| Drake Well Museum and PHMC repre =
Hon. Ronald Black, Retired Legislator sentative; Randy Seitz, President and
Dr. William Brice, Petroleum History COO of the Oil Region Alliance; and
Institute Wingo, Oil 150 Director.
Richard Castonguay, Municipal Leader 0The Oil Regi on t o
Pamela Egbert Forker, Legacy Family make the Byron D. Benson historical
Harvey Golubock, American Refining marker the 12th state historical marker| ‘
Group, Inc. it has sponsored 1§ . { Oi |
Mark Heim, News Director, WKQW Radio | Regi on, 6 remar k ed S P -
PA Representative Scott Hutchinson dent of the Oil Region Alliance. He con- :
Gary Hutchison, Educator and Area tinued, oWe are pl grtgagliolllt Ds- Jwgs Zghney, Prg
Historian _ Pennsylvania Historical and Museum | Janet Zehner, Randy Seitz, an Ne'
Barbara Ives, Field Representative, U.S. | ~ommission and our regional partners McElwee (left to rlght) _unvell new
Congressman Glenn Thompson in demonstrating our pride in the regior Byron D. Benson historical marker.
Steve Kosak, Kosak & Associates and its history.o (Photo by Mike Henderson)
Thomas Lopus, Quest Eastern Resource, '
zrs\sk:)ecr;:tl;‘ozf é?ilmngﬁg:??: Anx) etroleum _ The ceremony concluded with th(_a offi-
Lois McElwee, Senior Project Manager and cial unveiling of the new marker, which
Oil Historian stands in front of the residence at 603
Carolee Michener, Venango County North Perry Street where Mr. Benson lived
Historical Society from 1872 thrOUgh 1888.
Dr. Christopher Reber, Clarion University The marker reads: pByr
of Pennsylvania (1832-1888). A founder and first presi-
Rhonda Reda, Ohio Oil and Gas Association dent of Tidewater Pipe Co., est. 1878. He
Stephen W. Rhoads, Pennsylvania Oil & transformed the shipment of oil with a
Gas Association larger 6-inch pipe that covered greater
J. Mickey Rowley, PA Department of distances than ever before. This pipeline
Community and Economic Development Byron D. B e n s o wad first fo earnniPa.rcrude directly to
Roger L. Sigworth, Retired Oil Industry Sales home in Titusville, PA. coastal refineries. Benson lived here,
Dr. Donald B. Smith, Physician (Photo by Melissa Mann) 1872-1888 . 6

David Waples, National Fuel Gas and Financial support for the production of

Natural Gas Author : the Dodd historical marker was provided by the Petroleum History Institute and
Frank Weltner, Master Mariner the Oil Region Alliance. The City of Ti
Commissioner Troy Wood, Venango Countyy, nije prs. James and Janet Zehner provided refreshments and hospitality follofw-

Pennsylvania
Larry D. Woodfork, West Virginia Geologist ing the dedication ceremony.

PA Senator Mary Jo Sanford White 9
Barbara Zolli, Drake Well Museum

I\_]5 is an educational norpartisan celebration administered by the Oil
Newsletter Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA). ORA is classified by the Internal
Editorin-Chief - Mark Heim Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) neprofit corporation. ORA is registered with the Penn-
sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations. ORA also administers the Oil Region
Student Editor - Rebecca McElhatten National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004.




