
     Every house has a 

story and nowhere is 

that more true than in 

the Pennsylvania Oil 

Region.  These were 

houses built from the 

money generated dur-

ing the early years of 

the oil industry by 

some of the richest 

men in the country.  The homes are as 

individual as the men who built and lived 

in them and are a snapshot of oil history 

and the people who made that history.   

     One of those houses is located at 324 

East Main Street in Titusville, Pennsyl-

vania, the birthplace of the oil industry.  It 

was built in 1870 by Franklin S. Tarbell in 

the Italiante style at a cost of $8000. 

Tarbell built the house with recycled ma-

terials from the Bonta House in Pithole 

just a few miles from Titusville.  The 

Pithole boomtown had just gone bust 

when Tarbell bought the big hotel for 

$600 and carted the building material to 

Titusville. The house was to be the home 

of the Tarbell family into the 20th cen-

tury. 

    During her high school years, Ida, 

Franklin Tarbellõs oldest daughter spent 

many hours in the third floor tower study-

ing all manner of biological specimens 

under her microscope. She graduated at 

the top of her class at nearby Colstock 

High School.   
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Editorõs Column--Markõs Remarks 

Tarbell House Restoration 

     Oil 150 and The Movies at Cranberry hosted an inter-

ested crowd at the theater located in the Cranberry Mall 

on September 30, 2009. The presentation of the WQED/

ORA documentary The Valley that Changed the World, was 

accompanied by two premiere presentations. 

     The first premiere was of Stories of a Third-Generation 

Independent Oil Producer, As Told by Bill Huber. In this 

film, Bill recounts his familyõs history and traditions in the 

Oil Region National Heritage Area.  The film was produced 

for the ORA by Pittsburghõs Legion Media and was fi-

nanced by the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, Baker 

Hughes Foundation, National Fuel Gas Company Founda-

tion and the Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & 

Tourism. 

     Pennsylvania Crude, The Road 

Trip, produced by Black Sheep Me-

dia, another collaborative ORA pro-

ject, also had its first public show-

ing. The DVD features an introduc-

tion and road trip destinations for 7 

northwest Pennsylvania Counties 

and Allegeny County, NY.  
     (Continued Page 4) 

Oil 150 Hosts a Night at the Movies 
by Will Wingo 

Featured Events 
November 13-15, 2009, Trust.  The 

Community Playhouse, Inc. will pre-

sent Trust, a play about John D. 

Rockefeller and Ida Tarbell written by 

Bill Duncan and produced by Bob 

Monroe.  The play will be held at The 

Arlington Hotel in Oil City, PA.  Con-

tact Community Playhouse, Inc. (814) 

677-7469.  

November 19, 2009, Stories of a 

Third-Generation Independent Oil 

Producer, As Told by Bill Huber.  Oil 

150 will present a free screening of 

its new oral history documentary at 

the University of Pittsburgh, Titusville 

Campus starting at 7:00 p.m.  Con-

tact Melissa Mann (814) 677-3152, 

Ext. 103 or mmann@oilregion.org. 

November 21, 2009, Light-Up Night.  
See Franklin, PA, light up for Oil 150.  

Enjoy a downtown open house, a 

Christmas tree extravaganza, an elec-

tric lights parade, a fabulous fire-

works display, and more from 3:00-

9:00 p.m. in downtown Franklin. Con-

tact the City of Franklin (814) 432-

7138 or visit www.franklinpa.gov. 

December 2, 2009, A Night at the 

Movies.  Join Oil 150 for a free 

screening of The Valley that Changed 

the World, Stories of a Third-

Generation Independent Oil Pro-

ducer, As Told by Bill Huber, and Oil 

in the Family by Matt Hovis at the 

Crawford Center in Emlenton, PA, at  

7:00 p.m.  Contact Melissa Mann 

(814) 677-3152, Ext. 103 or 

mmann@oilregion.org. 
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Clarion University Hosts Annual Harvey Center Lecture 
by Will Wingo 

     On October 22, 2009, Clarion University, Venango Campus hosted the fifth 

annual Barbara Morgan Harvey Center lecture.  Dr. William R. Brice presented a 

lecture entitled Colonel Edwin Drake and His Legacy.  

     The program was presented to a packed audience in the Robert W. Rhoades 

Center Auditorium. 

     Dr. Brice has 

recently completed 

a biography of Mr. 

Drake that will be 

the definitive 

source for informa-

tion on the man 

that brought in the 

òdiscovery welló for 

the oil industry in 

northwest Pennsyl-

vania. The biogra-

phy, Myth, Legend 

and Reality: Edwin 

Laurentine Drake 

and the Early Oil 

Industry, is cur-

rently in the process of publication by Mechling Bookbindery, with a release date 

planned for later this fall. The hard cover book will be nearly 700 pages in length. 

     Dr. Brice gave an interesting overview of both Colonel Drake and the other per-

sonalities who shaped the discovery process. 

     He also presented You, Oil and Colonel Drake, to students from St. Stephens 

School, Rocky Grove Jr./Sr. High School and Franklin High School earlier in the 

day. 

     Myth, Legend and Reality: Edwin Laurentine Drake and the Early Oil Industry 

can be pre-ordered at www.oil150.com or at the ORA office. 
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is an educational non-partisan celebration administered by the Oil  

Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA).  ORA is classified by the Internal 

Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ORA is registered with the Penn-

sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  ORA also administers the Oil Region       

National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004. 

     The Petroleum History Institute has chosen Lafay-

ette, Louisiana as the site of its 2010 Annual Sym-

posium and Field trip. The dates are April 29 through 

May 1, 2010. 

     Dr. William Brice will continue to serve as Coordi-

nator of Papers and Presentations.  He can be 

reached at (814) 269-3950 or wbrice@pitt.edu. 

     Additional information will be posted as it be-

comes available at: http://petroleumhistory.org/

symposium.html. 

     Co-chairmen of the 2010 symposium are Jeff 

Spencer; jspencer@blackpoolenergy.com and King 

Munson; kingmunson@gmail.com. 

PHI Announces 2010 Symposium and Field Trip 
by Will Wingo 
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