
     There is nothing 

quite like the sound of 

dozens of motorcycles 

and classic cars warm-

ing up for a day of 

scenic cruising in the 

Pennsylvania Oil Re-

gion.  Thereõs nothing 

quite like the thrill of 

discovering and redis-

covering the scenic gems of the oil patch 

nestled in the foothills of the Alleghe-

nies.  Greens mixed with early, bright col-

ors of fall and late summer.  Autumn in 

Pennsylvania Oil Country resembles an 

artistõs canvas upon which is splashed a 

slew of brightly hued water colors.  And 

the trees on this cruise resembled a veri-

table forest cathedral covering the by-

ways.  There is nothing like the thrill of 

seeing all of this from the pilot seat of a 

motorcycle while cruising the Oil Region 

countryside.   

     Perhaps the thrill for this writer comes 

from being a relative novice at operating 

a motorcycle.  I felt a little out of place 

arriving among so many experienced rid-

ers.  A blessing of the vehicles from a 

local chapter of the Christian Motorcycle 

Association relieved the butterflies in the 

stomach feeling.   

     This was the second annual Oil Coun-

try Cruise.  It was inaugurated last year at 

the start of the seventeen-month long Oil 

150 celebration under the auspices of 

the Oil Region Alliance of Business, In-

dustry and Tourism.   

(Continued Page 3) 

Editorõs Column--Markõs Remarks 

Second Annual Oil Country Cruise 

     During the òDrake Day Extravaganza,ó 

held at the Drake Well Museum, Titusville, 

PA on August 27, 2009, the museum was 

presented with several commemorative 

plaques from national organizations. 

     The first, the American Association of 

Petroleum Geologists, presented an en-

graved plaque with the following inscription:  

     òPresented to the DRAKE WELL MUSEUM 

by the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PETRO-

LEUM GEOLOGISTS on August 27, 2009 in 

commemoration of the 150th anniversary of 

the historic discovery when Colonel Edwin L. 

Drake struck oil on August 27, 1859 at a 

total depth of 69 1/2 feet in the well he was 

drilling on the flats along the east bank of 

Oil Creek near Titusville, Pennsylvania. Drake's discovery of oil is generally cited as the 

birth of the modern American petroleum industry, which from its humble beginnings in 

a rural area of northwestern Pennsylvania, grew into the great global enterprise that 

has to this date supplied much of the energy and raw materials upon which our pros-

perity and much of modern society depends." 

(Continued Page 5) 

Drake Well Museum Honored with Plaques 
by Will Wingo 

Featured Events 
October 22, 2009, Annual Barbara 

Morgan Harvey Center Lecture. Dr. 

William Brice will present òColonel 

Edwin Drake and His Legacyó at 7:00 

p.m. in the Robert W. Rhoades Center 

Auditorium at Clarion University Ve-

nango Campus.  Contact Jerri Gent at 

(814) 676-6591, Ext. 1215 or 

jgent@clarion.edu. 

November 13-15, 2009, Trust.  The 

Community Playhouse, Inc. will pre-

sent Trust, a play about John D. 

Rockefeller and Ida Tarbell written by 

Bill Duncan and produced by Bob 

Monroe.  The play will be held at The 

Arlington Hotel in Oil City, PA.  Con-

tact Community Playhouse, Inc. (814) 

677-7469.  

November 21, 2009, Light-Up Night.  
See Franklin, PA, light up for Oil 150.  

Enjoy a downtown open house, a 

Christmas tree extravaganza, an elec-

tric lights parade, a fabulous fire-

works display, and more from 3:00-

9:00 p.m. in downtown Franklin.  

Contact the City of Franklin (814) 

432-7138 or visit www.fraklinpa.gov. 

December 2, 2009, A Night at the 

Movies.  Join Oil 150 for a free 

screening of The Valley that Changed 

the World, Stories of a Third-

Generation Independent Oil Pro-

ducer, As Told by Bill Huber, and Oil 

in the Family at the Crawford Center 

in Emlenton, PA, starting at  

7:00 p.m.  Contact Melissa Mann 

(814) 677-3152, Ext. 103 or 

mmann@oilregion.org. 
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Oil 150 Is Not Over! 
by Will Wingo 

     Several of the major events celebrating the 150th anniversary of the discovery 

of the first commercial oil well in northwestern Pennsylvania have been com-

pleted but there are many more projects and programs that will cap off the 17- 

month celebration. 

     Randy Seitz, President of the Oil Region said: òWe have had an extremely suc-

cessful and memorable series of events throughout the spring and summer, but 

there is much more to come to finish out this celebration.ó 

     Here is a partial listing of events over the next several months that will con-

tinue to focus attention on the region and the heritage of the oil industry in north-

west Pennsylvania: 

     October 22, 2009: Clarion University Venango Campus will host the  Barbara 

Morgan Harvey Center Annual Lecture.  Dr. William Brice will present òColonel 

Edwin Drake and His Legacyó at 7:00 p.m. in the Robert W. Rhoades Center Audi-

torium with reception to follow. 

     Also slated for late fall is a Night at the Movies featuring The Valley that 

Changed the World, Stories of a Third Generation Independent Oil Producer, as 

told by Bill Huber, and Oil in the Family to be held at the Crawford Center, in Em-

lenton on December 2, 2009 and the unveiling of a new historical marker com-

memorating Byron D. Benson in Titusville on December 10, 2009. 

     March, 2010: Oil 150 will host a symposium entitled The Philanthropic Legacy 

of the Oil Pioneers at the Titusville Campus of the University of Pittsburgh.  The 

symposium will focus on the philanthropic role that oil pioneer played in U.S. his-

tory and on the current policies and priorities of foundations with energy industry 

roots.  It will feature representatives from some of the nationõs major foundations, 

philanthropic organizations, and accomplished historians. 

     The unveiling and presentation to the public of the new biography of Edwin 

Drake, Myth, Legend, Reality- Edwin Drake and the Early Oil Industry, by William 

Brice, PhD, will be held in the near future. 

     Details and contact information for all of the events can be found at: http://

www.oil150.com/calendar/. 
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is an educational non-partisan celebration administered by the Oil  

Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA).  ORA is classified by the Internal 

Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ORA is registered with the Penn-

sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  ORA also administers the Oil Region       

National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004. 

     The Cherry Grove Old Home and 

Community Day Committee, and 

Mr. Walt Atwood, of Atwood and 

Sons have presented Oil 150 and 

the Oil Region National Heritage 

Area with a commemorative plate 

and cherry wood veneer postcard of 

the ò646 Mystery Well.ó 

     The plate and card were devel-

oped as part of the ongoing promo-

tion in the Cherry Grove, Warren 

County, Pennsylvania area. The Oil 

150 Steering Committee  provided 

support for their annual celebra-

tions in June and July, 2009 as part of the Oil 150 Celebration. 

Cherry Grove Presents Gifts to Oil 150 

by Will Wingo 

http://www.oil150.com/calendar/
http://www.oil150.com/calendar/


who for time made northwestern Pennsylvania the capitol, if not the petroleum 

capitol of the world.  Indeed the oldest continuously  operating  refinery is lo-

cated in Bradford, Pennsylvania.   

     Riding alone through the oil country of  Pennsylvania.  Oil is in our history 

here.  It is in our very land.  It will be a part of our future as we learn to live with 

many kinds of alternative energy sources.  The rumble and thunder of mighty 

pump jack engines in the early days of oil are now the rumbling and thunder of 

people drawn to the byways of the Oil Region for its rugged beauty.  Perhaps, it is 

a warm up for the future. 

(Continued from Page 1) Markõs Remarks  

The inaugural run began near Titusville at 

Drake Well Memorial Park and ended in 

historic Franklin, Pennsylvaniaéabout 23 

miles awayéthe home of the Atlantic Re-

finery for so many years.  This second tour 

began at the home of òCoal Oil Johnny,ó 

an early prince of the Pennsylvania oil 

fields, also known as John Washington 

Steele.  He earned his oil fortune early 

and disposed of it rapidly and ostenta-

tiously, eventually losing even his modest 

family home in the heart of oil country.   

     This second tour also ended in Frank-

lin, but not before completing a 150 plus 

mile ride through land once dotted by oil 

wells, and now renowned for its one of a 

kind ecotourism attractions.  The ride trav-

ersed parts of six counties with a combi-

nation of winding back roads, scenic state 

and U.S. Highways, smooth straightaways, 

half a dozen hairpin turns and many Main 

Streets through the historic old towns and 

sleepy little burgs, the names of which 

evoke memories of a more bustling time 

when iron furnaces, timber and oil were 

the life blood of a simpler time and econ-

omy.  Rynd Farm, Crown, Leeper, Cook 

Forest, Siegel, Clear Creek and Wesley.   

     I chose to ride the route solo.  Me, the 

motorcycle, the road, the Oil Country.  The 

cruise awakened me to my surroundings.   

     This area, like the California Gold Rush 

ten years before, attracted tens of thou-

sands of fortune seekers to a rough and 

rugged and beautiful country yielding 

òRock Oil,ó giving birth to an industry con-

tinuing to change the world even to-

day.  Giving birth to an industry inventing 

and reinventing itself throughout its long 

history;  giving rise to a cast of characters  

Read all about it! 

Oil History Books for Sale! 

 

Visit www.oil150.com or one of Oil 150õs regional sales  

locations to find commemorative products, apparel,  

oil history books, and much more. 
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Participants in the second annual Oil Country Cruise pose outside Team Hardinger Transportation in Barkeyville, Pennsyl-

vania.  Photo by Mike Henderson. 


