
     Reminders of the 

rich heritage of the 

early days of oil in 

northwestern Pennsyl-

vania are still abun-

dant. Though the refin-

eries are gone, with a 

couple of exceptions, 

what remains are the 

various historic loca-

tions tracing the story of the birthplace of 

the petroleum industry, such as the boom 

town of Pithole and the aban-

doned  pump houses near Emlenton. 

Travelling the streets, highways and back 

roads of the Pennsylvania Oil Region, one 

will find the grand one-of-a-kind homes 

and buildings with the evidence of the 

grandeur of so many oil pioneers.  

     River Ridge is probably the most os-

tentatious, opulent, and obvious re-

minder of old oil wealth in the region. The 

mansion sits high atop a hill overlooking 

the wild and scenic Allegheny River and 

the City of Franklin. Nearly all of the es-

tateõs two dozen buildings and 1,200 

acres are history now, but the 33-room, 

natural stone mansion, rapidly approach-

ing its 100th anniversary, stands as a 

symbol of the story of how one man could 

rise to wealth and influence.  

     Born February 18, 1850 in Friendship, 

New York, Sibley came to Franklin, Penn-

sylvania in 1869. He went to work at a 

clothing store owned by his brother-in-law 

Charles Miller and worked as a salesman. 

On a train trip to Chicago and back, Miller 

and Sibley decided how they would fill a 

niche in the new oil industry.  

(Continued Page 4) 

Editorõs Column--Markõs Remarks 

The Historic Sibley Mansion 

     Oil 150 and the Oil Region Alliance of 

Business, Industry & Tourism will host an 

unveiling ceremony for the Oil 150 first 

day cover commemorative envelope, van-

ity stamp, and cancellation stamp on Au-

gust 27. This unique one-day celebration 

is a do-not-miss event for all interested in 

stamp collecting and oil history. Join Oil 

150 and the Oil Region Alliance at Perry Street Station on August 27 from 9:00 A.M. to 

4:00 P.M. to buy the first day cover of this special stamp and cancellation. The unveil-

ing ceremony begins at 9:00 A.M. 

     The Oil 150 first day cover includes a vanity stamp depicting Colonel Edwin Drake 

at the first commercial oil well, a unique USPS cancellation stamp featuring a 

Densmore Tank Car and the Oil Creek and Titusville Railroad, and a high-quality Oil 

150 envelope.  The first day cover was designed by Fine Line Design of Oil City, PA. 

     The first day cover will be available Thursday, August 27, 2009 at Perry Street Sta-

tion of the Oil Creek and Titusville Railroad in Titusville, PA. The first day cover will cost 

$5.00 at Perry Street Station. Advance orders will be accepted via the online store at 

www.oil150.com and the Oil 150 office at (814) 677-3152 ext 104. A $2.00 shipping 

fee will be applied to these orders. Only 3,000 envelopes of this limited-edition first  
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Oil 150 First Day Cover Unveiling Ceremony 
by Will Wingo 

Featured Events 

August 22, 2009, Bradford Oil 150 

Celebration. Catch the Oil Celebration 

Parade at 10:00 A.M. along Main 

Street in Bradford, PA. Check out the 

vendor fair at Callahan Park, or watch 

a live old-fashioned oil well shoot at 

3:00 P.M. at Bradford Area High 

School. For more, call 1-800-473-

9370 or go to www.VisitANF.com. 

August 27, 2009, Oil 150 First Day 

Cover. Join in the unveiling of the 

official Oil 150 First Day Cover. Event 

will take place at Perry Street Station, 

409 S. Perry Street, Titusville, PA, 

from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Contact 

Oil Region Alliance at (814) 677-

3152.  

August 29, 2009, Titusville Oil Festi-

val. Check out the Oil 150 parade in 

downtown Titusville, PA at 11:00 A.M. 

Taste the foods of the oil region in 

Scheide Park. The celebration in-

cludes crafts, a cruise-in, carriage 

rides, and other attractions. For 

more, visit www.titusvilleoil150.org or 

call the Titusville Area Chamber of 

Commerce at (814) 827-2941 .  
 

For More Events, 

Visit Our Calendar at 

www.oil150.com 
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Band Music in the Oil Region 
by Rebecca McElhatten 

     In the shadow of Colonel Edwin Drakeõs oil well of 1859 came the loud sounds 

of oil music. Songs named PA Has Struck Ile, Oil on the Brain, and Petroleum Gal-

lop may seem out of the ordinary now, but in the early days of oil, these songs 

were popular. Lyrics were humorous, narrative, or 

slanderous. They tell the story of ôstriking it richõ and 

of oil companies taking advantage of the oil boom. 

Compositions strictly for piano and brass bands 

rivaled classical pieces. The left hand encounters 

dizzying note formations in Oil Fever Galop and Pe-

troleum Court Dance.  

     With sheet music that is already difficult, readers 

may also need to understand Pennsylvania Dutch, 

or Pennsilfaanisch Deitsch, a language that incorpo-

rates German and was popular among German, 

French, and Swiss immigrants. Ile or Vay Down in 

Bennsylvany uses this language and dialect, a com-

bination of German and English native to Pennsylvania. Ironically, instructions for 

the player are in Italian, making pieces like these trilingual. Twelve songs with 

their sheet music are published in Margaret Anne Mongõs Oil Fever Songbook.  

The book of compositions is available at www.oil150.com for $10.00. 

     Even earlier stories of oil were cause for celebration, dating to as early as 

1840 ð the time of Samuel Kierõs rock oil. Bands sprung up in the oil region, play-

ing melodic tunes and marches for the public. Music became a leisurely pastime. 

The Franklin Silver Cornet Band has celebrated its 150th anniversary and still 

performs concerts in the oil region. Oil is such a rich part of the history of the re-

gion that its discovery and stories are worth singing and playing.  

     The Franklin Silver Cornet Band of Franklin, Penn-

sylvania was organized before the end of 1856, three 

years before Col. Edwin Drake struck oil. It had hum-

ble beginnings, struggling to obtain instruments or a 

suitable conductor, but managed to find both by the 

end of 1856. The hard work of the Franklin Band, as it 

was then known, was not lost on the residents of Ve-

nango County. It received compliments in local news-

papers from those who heard the brass music waft 

into their homes. Of course, at this point, most of the 

music performed was composed for holiday celebra-

tions like the Fourth of July.  

     As time went on, the Franklin Silver Cornet Band 

concerts became a favorite of the oil region. The band 

experienced highs and lows in membership and audi-

ence. Events like the Civil War, the decline of oildom, 

the Great Depression, and the American slump after WWII caused problems for 

the band, but it has always rebounded. The Franklin Silver Cornet Band is in its 

153rd year of musical service.  

     Peter Greene of the Franklin Silver Cornet Band offers a delightful biography of 

the band in his book, Musical Service: The Life and Times of the Franklin Silver 

Cornet Band. Greene explores all 150 years of the bandõs history in this 421-page 

book published just this year. It is available at www.oil150.com for $24.95.  
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is an educational non-partisan celebration administered by the Oil  

Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA).  ORA is classified by the Internal 

Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ORA is registered with the Penn-

sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  ORA also administers the Oil Region       

National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004. 



Oil Creek State Park Tag 
by Rebecca McElhatten 

Read all about it! 

Oil History Books for Sale! 

 

Visit www.oil150.com or one of Oil 150õs regional sales  

locations to find commemorative products, apparel,  

oil history books, and much more. 

(Continued from Page 1)  
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day cover will be made. The first day cover 

will also be available for sale at the Drake 

Well Museum Store in Titusville and at the 

Oil 150 Store, 111 South Franklin Street, 

Titusville, PA. 

     For those looking to collect the Edwin 

Drake vanity stamp, it is available for sale 

as uncut press sheets at the Oil Region Alli-

ance in Oil City, PA.  

     Anyone wishing to have mail other than 

the Oil 150 envelope cancelled with the 

unique cancellation stamp may do so by 

following regular USPS procedures at the 

main Oil City Post Office, located at 302 

East Second Street, Oil City, PA.  Those un-

able to reach the Oil City Post Office for the 

cancellation  may send a stamped envelope 

inside a larger envelope to the Oil City Post 

Office. A return envelope with adequate 

postage and return address should be in-

cluded to have the stamped mail returned. 

These requests through the Oil City Post 

Office will be filled only until September 26, 

2009.  Requests for the cancellation should 

be sent to:  Pictorial Postmarks, Oil 150 

Celebration Station, Postmaster, 302 East 

Second Street, Oil City, PA 16301-2300. 

     Oil Creek State Park preserves the story of the petroleum industry with inter-

pretive panels, oilfield equipment, and curriculum-based environmental educa-

tion. The park, part of the system of Pennsylvania state parks, is the responsibil-

ity of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural Resources. Oil 

Creek State Park is located between Titusville and Oil City. The main entrance to 

the park is off PA Route 8, one mile north of the Borough of Rouseville. Oil Creek 

State Park, with its rich oil history, is an important part of the Oil Region National 

Heritage Area.  

     The Oil Creek Tag is a way to support the Pennsylvania parks system. Each 

year, a different state park is featured on a tag. The Oil Creek State Park tag is 

sponsored by the Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism, in conjunc-

tion with Oil 150, to benefit the Pennsylvania Parks & Forests Foundation. Oil 

150 is proud to have sponsored the Oil Creek State Park Tag that will promote 

the oil region nationally. The one-square-inch tags are produced annually and 

sold by donation. 

     This yearõs tag features a painting by Jack Paluh of Waterford, PA. The art-

works is the landscape looking downstream on Oil Creek from the Petroleum 

Center Bridge in the autumn, complete with changing leaves, two white tail deer, 

waterfowl, and an eagle. This tag can be purchased by donation ($5.00 mini-

mum) at Oil Creek State Park and at www.paparksandforests.com.  


