
     The sights and 

sounds of the early 

days of the petroleum 

industry filled the 

senses during the 

2009 Community His-

tory Days Weekend at 

the Clarion University 

of Pennsylvania Ve-

nango Campus in Oil 

City, PA on June 6th & 7th. This weekend 

was a part of the 17-month-long Oil 150 

celebration, one event among so many 

marking Col. Edwin Drakeõs historic oil 

strike near Titusville, Pa. The hit and miss 

pops and bangs from the old pump jack 

engines delighted visitors. Music of string 

bands featuring period tunes of 19th cen-

tury America floated over the campus. 

Indoors, visitors talked with a licensed 

Pennsylvania blaster who was one of the 

last employees of a company that spe-

cialized in oil well shooting with nitroglyc-

erin torpedoes. Presenters gave listeners 

a sample of everything from the early oil 

exchanges to things that go bump in the 

night around the old oil fields.  

     Neil McElwee, a Pennsylvania oil re-

gion historian, is an expert on the earliest 

days of the oil industry, especially the 

pipeline companies and the players who 

made their fortunes in Pennsylvania 

Crude. McElwee told listeners about the 

one of the first oil exchanges founded in 

Oil City in the 1870s.  

     In oil exchanges, pieces of paper 

called oil certificates were sold in denomi-

nations of 1000 barrels issued by the 

pipeline companies.  

(Continued Page 4) 

Editorõs Column--Markõs Remarks 

Oil City Exchange 

     The National Educational Telecommunications Asso-

ciation (NETA), a national program distribution service for 

public broadcasting in the United States, announced that 

it has accepted the documentary The Valley that 

Changed the World for nationwide distribution. 

     The Valley that Changed the World is a co-production 

of the Oil Regional Alliance of Business, Industry & Tour-

ism and WQED Pittsburgh. It is a one-hour documentary 

that celebrates the 150th anniversary of the events that 

led up to the drilling of the first successful commercial oil 

well near Titusville in 1859 and the subsequent founding 

of the worldwide petroleum industry. The documentary 

had its local premiere on WQED in April 2009 and has 

been shown at a number of venues throughout north-

western Pennsylvania to thousands of people.  

     Randy Seitz, CEO of the Oil Region Alliance said, òNationwide distribution will en-

able a vast audience to see the role that northwest Pennsylvania played in the devel-

opment of a series of products and technological innovations that impact each and 

every person every day."  

NETA Accepts New Documentary  

for Nationwide Distribution 
by Will Wingo 

Featured Events 

July 9-11, 2009, Oil & Gas Extrava-

ganza. Oil City Rotaryõs Historic Oil 

Heritage Area Swap Meet features 

vendors in Justus Park.  Contact 

David Wagner at (814) 676-9901 or 

danddjwagner@msn.com.  

July 18, 2009, OC&Tõs Anniversary 

Celebration. Celebrate the Oil Creek 

& Titusville Railroadõs anniversary 

with bluegrass bands playing at Perry 

Street Station in Titusville, PA from 

1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. For reserva-

tions call (814) 676-1733. 

July 23-26, 2009, 31st Annual Oil 

Heritage Festival.  This community-

wide festival in Oil City, PA is held in 

various locations throughout Oil City. 

It features nightly concerts in Justus 

Park, food vendors, an arts & crafts 

show, a parade on Saturday, and a 

fireworks display. Contact the Ve-

nango Area Chamber of Commerce at 

(814) 676-8521 or visit 

www.venangochamber.org for more 

information. 
 

 
 

For More July Events, 

Visit Our Calendar at 

www.oil150.com 
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Yellow Dog Lanterns: Oil History 
by Rebecca McElhatten 

     òYellow Dog Lanternó is the field name for a derrick lamp. These lamps consist 

of a metal container with two spouts, each holding a cotton wick, on which burn-

ing oil gives a very yellow light. The name òyellow dogó stems from a tale that a 

derrick lamp burning at night looks like glowing dog eyes from a distance. Another 

tale claims that a lit derrick lamp casts a dog-like shadow on the ground. Derrick 

lamps were used to light areas around oil derricks. Because of the dangerous 

conditions around oil derricks, the lighting conditions were very important. To pre-

vent spills, the lanterns 

were cast out of heavy 

metal, often weighing as 

much as fifteen pounds. As 

time went on, manufactur-

ers created new safety 

features, such as screw-on 

lids, and end caps for un-

used spouts.  

     Yellow dog lanterns 

could have been born from 

one of two lamp models: 

the kerosene lamp or the 

whale oil lamp. Kerosene 

lamps were, at first, not 

popular and were intended 

for use in homes. They 

were made from ceramic, 

glass, or bronze. Whale oil lamps were used on fishing boats and burned whale 

blubber as fuel. Some ð but not all ð whale oil lamps had two spouts, but did not 

have locking lids to keep the whale blubber inside the reservoir.  

     The first official U. S. patent for the derrick lamp was issued May 3, 1870 to 

Jonathan Dillen. Dillen, a native of Petroleum Centre in Venango County, Pennsyl-

vania, patented a crude design of the ôDerrick Lampõ. Dillen claims in the patent 

that his òinvention relates to hanging-lamps or torches for illuminating places out 

of doors, especially in and about derricks, and machinery in the oil regions, 

whereby explosions are more dangerous and destructive to life and property than 

in most other places.ó Hiram Freeman, also from Petroleum Centre, obtained a U. 

S. patent for his ôSafety Derrick-Lampõ in 1872. Freemanõs changes to Dillenõs 

design included a screw-on lid, screw-on end caps, and removable spouts. In 

1877 Dillen was reissued his patent, and it was assigned to John Eaton and E. H. 

Cole of the Oil Well Supply Company.  

     Oil Well Supply Co. was the prominent manufacturer of derrick lamps in the 

late 19th century and early 20th century. The company was founded in 1867 by 

John Eaton. E. H. Cole and Edward Goodwin Burnham soon joined, and in 1875 

the company was called ôEaton, Cole, and Burnham Co.õ In 1878 the name 

changed to Oil Well Supply Co. By the beginning of the 20th century, Oil Well Sup-

ply Co. had 75 branch stores supported by eight factories, and nine subsidiary 

shops responsible for repairs.  

     It should come as no surprise that derrick lamps, along with other types of lan-

terns, started to disappear from everyday use after 1879 ð the year of Thomas 

Edisonõs first successful test of the electric light bulb. 
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is an educational non-partisan celebration administered by the Oil  

Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA).  ORA is classified by the Internal 

Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ORA is registered with the Penn-

sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  ORA also administers the Oil Region       

National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004. 
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Seitz also added that the Oil Region Alliance 

is "pleased that NETA will be providing distri-

bution through a wide spectrum of PBS af-

filiates all 

across the 

country, the 

Virgin Is-

lands, and 

the District 

of Colum-

bia.ó 

     WQED Multimedia Pittsburgh, honored 

with the 2007 & 2006 Mid-Atlantic Emmy ® 

Award for Station Excellence, produces, cre-

ates, and distributes quality products, pro-

grams, and services to engage, inform, edu-

cate, and entertain the public within its com-

munity and around the world. It is the parent 

company of WQED-TV (PBS); WQED: The 

Neighborhood Channel; WQED: The Create 

Channel; WQEX-TV (A Shop NBC affiliate); 

Classical WQED-FM 89.3, Pittsburgh/WQEJ-

FM 89.7, Johnstown; local and national tele-

vision and radio productions; WQED Interac-

     Oil 150 is pleased to announce that 

Franklin Bronze Plaques has become a 

partner in the Oil 150 Nationwide Museum 

Kit Program.  The company, a world class 

supplier of specialty bronze and aluminum 

plaques based in Franklin, PA, is donating 

both labor and partial costs toward an or-

der of 250 replica Yellow Dog Lanterns.   

     Yellow Dog Lanterns are one the Penn-

sylvania Oil Regionõs most enduring sym-

bols, having been designed and patented 

by Petroleum Centre resident Jonathan 

Dillen in 1870 and produced by Oil City, 

PAõs Oilwell Supply Co. for many decades.  

As such, the Franklin Bronze Plaques lan-

terns will serve as the museum kit pro-

gramõs chief replica artifact.  By using the 

replica lantern in new or existing exhibits, 

each museum community will be able to 

connect its own unique oil story to its roots 

in Pennsylvania. 

     Franklin Bronze Plaques in conjunction 

with Franklin Bronze and Alloy began cast-

ing the replica Yellow Dog Lanterns in early 

2009.  The lanterns are cast from original 

Oilwell Supply Company molds that were 

acquired through Oil City, PAõs Hegedus 

Aluminum Company.  Franklin Bronze and 

Alloy casts the lanterns while Franklin 

Franklin Bronze Plaques Joins Oil 150 Nationwide Museum Kit Program  
by Melissa Mann 

Show Your Support for Oil 150! 

Fly a Commemorative Flag or Banner! 

The Oil 150 Flags (3õ x 5õ) and Banners (2õ x 3õ) are made of  

durable nylon and have metal grommets for easy hanging. 

 

Visit www.oil150.com or one of Oil 150õs regional sales  

locations to find commemorative products, apparel,  

oil history books and much more. 
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Bronze Plaques 

completes the 

finishing work, 

markets and sells 

the product. 

     The replica Yel-

low Dog Lanterns 

are available in 

two sizes, a true 

replica at 12.5 

inches tip to tip 

and a smaller 

handheld version.  

The lanterns are 

also being cast in 

both heavy solid 

bronze and the lighter aluminum.  Oil 150 has ordered lanterns in both sizes 

and metals to meet its museumsõ needs. 

     Orders for replica Yellow Dog Lanterns may be placed at www.oil150.com or 

by contacting Franklin Bronze Plaques at (814) 346-7205. 


